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In your experiments, you can also simulate a lunar

feclipse and a solar eclipse. As before, you will stand
in as the Earth between the flashlight and the
moon. If you block the spotlight from hitting the
moon, you create a lunar eclipse — the Earth (your
body) stands between the sun (flashlight) and the
moon and casts a shadow. Solar eclipses are a little
more complicated. Close one eye and hold the
moon directly between the open eye and the
flashlight. Now the moon darkens the sun, just like
during a real solar eclipse.

THIS EXPERIMENT iS EASIER WiTH TWO PEOP

ONE PERSON HOLDS THE FLASHLIGHT WHILE THE OTHER
PERSON ROTATES THEMSELVES WHILE HOLDING THE
MOON. THEN YOU CAN SWITCH ROLES.
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In this experiment you take on the role of the

Earth to your moon. The flashlight stands in

for the Sun. As you spin around, you
simulate the phases of the moon. When your
back is to the flashlight, the illuminated side
of the moon is facing you — it’s a full moon.
If your moon is between you and the light
source, you only see the side that isn’t
illuminated — a new moon. In between, you
see first the waning and then the waxing

phases of the moon.
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